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Lenten Lagniappe
The Lenten program this year is called Lenten Lagniappe which means “a
little something extra”. Our speakers will give us an opportunity for a little
extra understanding of our spiritual lives, our common history, our neighbors, our community, and our opportunities for ministry. Please take time to
join us for worship, fellowship, and food.
Worship at 5:00pm in the Narthex
Supper at 5:30pm in Ware Hall
Program at 6:10pm in Ware Hall, the Nave, or the Sunshine Room
FEBRUARY 17. Laura Tucker will lead us in a conversation about finding time for prayer in our
busy lives.
FEBRUARY 24. Former Alabama Attorney General Bill Baxley will discuss the 16th Street
Church Bombings.
MARCH 2. The Atlantic Institute will present a program on Islam in Birmingham.
MARCH 9. Jeff Downes, Vestavia Hills City Manager, will discuss our neighborhood. I’ve also
asked him to describe the neighborhood around Ascension and to offer any insights he may have into
ministry opportunities that are unmet in Vestavia.
MARCH 16. Claire Cotten will discuss Sawyerville Day Camp.
Childcare is available as well as a program for children 3 years through 5th grade. Youth are encouraged to attend the adult programs.
Then Bishop Sloan visits us on March 20, Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week.
He will confirm and/or receive adults as well as youth who wish to make a mature affirmation of their
faith. Classes that can lead to confirmation or reception are now being help each Sunday in Lent in the
Sunshine Room following the 10 o’clock service. If you or someone in your family is interested in attending the classes that can lead to confirmation/reception please contact the parish office, 822-3480 or
ascenbham@ascensionepiscopal.org or Fr. Stephen, fathersdhood@gmail.com
Please note these dates on your calendars:
March 19. Palm Cross Workday. Everyone is invited to come and help make the palm crosses for the
service on the 20th.
March 21-March 26. Holy Week. The Way of the Cross, 23rd; Maundy Thursday service, 24th; Good
Friday service, 25th; Easter Egg Hunt, 26th; Altar Guild Easter Workday, 26th; Flower Guild Easter
Workday, 26th. Details of each will be in the March newsletter and in Sunday bulletins.
March 27. Easter Day.
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Providing Proof
If we are to accept the teaching of Jesus at all, then the only test of the
reality of a man’s religion is his attitude to his fellow men. The only
possible proof that a man loves God is the demonstrated fact that he
loves his fellow men. —William Barclay
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Don’t look for the flaws as you go through life;
and even when you find them,
it is wise and kind to be somewhat blind
and look for the virtue behind them.

Ascension Episcopal Kindergarten
(205) 979-8711
Laura A. Maddox, Director
laura.a.maddox@me.com

For the cloudiest night has a hint of light
somewhere in its shadows hiding;
it is better by far to hunt for a star,
than the spots on the sun abiding.
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Cursillo is a movement within the
Episcopal Church that enables the
essential qualities of Christianity to
come to life in the uniqueness, originality, and creativity of each person.
To find out more contact Sharon Linton, slinton@otelco.net or any Cursillo member. Reunion each Sunday at 9:00am except 2nd Sundays (then
after covered dish lunch).

Acolyte Training, February 21
It will be after the 10:00 service. All new and existing
acolytes should participate. There are several new ones
and promotions for others. Also, our more experienced
acolytes will assist with the training.
Nancy Caltrider, ncaltrider@charter.net

Welcome Newcomers and Visitors
Donna Miller; Ryan and Laura Morgan and Lela;
Elliott and Sherry Morgan;
The Brooks Family: David, Donna, Olivia, Clay and
Avery. Jimmy and Georgia Haggerty and Family;
Regina Yarbrough; Win Cooper; Stella Goodall;
Paige Bradley; Dana and Lars Porter and Family;
Shelby and Joe Patrick; Sarah Stokes.

A huge thank you to the EYC and the Men of the
Parish for the great Pancake Supper.

EYC
Saturday, March 5 at 6-8 pm, we'll provide childcare

during the ECW Silent Auction.
Sunday, March 13 at 3-5 pm: geocaching at Moss
Rock Preserve! Meet at 3pm at the trailhead located at
Sulphur Springs Road and Shades Crest Road.
Saturday, March 26 at 10 am, we'll host the annual
Easter Egg hunt for the children of the parish, followed
by a party and refreshments for the kids.
Sunday March 27, Ascension is serving supper at First
Light. Please let Martha Oyston know if you would like
to help!
Happening is going to be hosted at Holy Trinity in Auburn on March 4-6. Online registration for Happening #68
is open now through February 19: http://www.dioala.org/
ministries/senior-high-events.html. For more information
contact Mary Beth Mann, mbhmann@gmail.com.
Registration for summer opportunities for junior and senior high youth are also now open and links are available
at:http://www.dioala.org/ministries/youth-summeropportunities.html.

Rummage Sale
As you do your spring cleaning and search out items
for the Silent Auction, please get a stash going for the
Rummage Sale which will be held Friday and Saturday, July 15 and 16. A pod for donations will be
available in the church parking lot several months in
advance. If you are in the process of moving or getting your house ready for a home tour and have items
to donate, call Holly Goettge at 970-6384 or Jeannie
Duke at 639-1220 to make other arrangements.
Please leave blouses, shirts, and dresses, etc., on
hangers to make set up easier.
Holly and Jeannie
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Parish Life News/Second Sunday
Series

Join Mary Beth Mann as she discusses ways to help
those of struggling with New Year's resolutions to lose
weight. She will present several strategies for achieving
a healthy weight and getting us back on track
Mary Beth is a registered dietician and a Certified Wellness Enhancement Analyst at Blue Cross
Blue Shield

The deepest sympathy of our Parish is extended to
Caralyn and John McDaniel and Family
On the death of Caralyn’s mother
Carol Craven Bayne
Saturday, February 13, 2016
Graveside service will be held Wednesday, February
17, 2016 at 1:00 pm at the Elmwood Cemetery in
Birmingham.
Family will receive friends on Tuesday, February 16,
2016 from 6:00 to 7:30 pm at McRae Funeral Home,
Boaz, AL.

And from the ECW
Many thanks to everyone who helped make our Episcopal Place birthday party such an enjoyable afternoon. We served 60 residents who, once again,
were so appreciative of the abundance of food, music
and fellowship.
Eileen Epstein, Chair
Parish Life and EP Birthday Party

Mr. and Mrs. John McDaniel and Family
2453 Fresno Drive
Vestavia Hills, AL 35216

From our Treasurer

“I am the resurrection and the life, saith the
Lord: He that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth
and believeth in me shall never die.”

Many thanks to those who have had a chance to turn in
Commitment/pledge forms for this 2016 year. To have a
general idea of what funds will be available during the
year has been a tremendous help to our vestry in formulating a budget.

―John 11:25,26

If you did not get a chance to turn in a pledge for 2016 it
is never too late. Forms may still be found in the parish
office. Financial Reports may be found in a Blue Notebook in the parish office. Again, thank you.
-Len Skelton, Treas.

Daily Prayer

http://dioala.org/digital_faith/

End of the year pledge/contribution statements have been
mailed. Please look your copy over and if you have any
questions contact Laurie Tanner, Assistant Treasurer at
tanner1854@att.net or phone 902-0100.
If you would like to have offering envelopes this year
check with Laurie. She ordered extra sets just in case.

Be Vigilant, Please
Utilities always make up a large portion of any household
expenses, church included. When leaving the church, if
you are the last person out, please turn all lights off, in
winter click the thermostats down to about 62/64 and in
summer up to 78/80. We try during the week to keep the
office hallway doors to the foyer closed in an effort to
cool or heat just the area in which we are working.

March 19th

Bring the tools of your choice.
While the ladies are making Palm Crosses we’ll spruce
up the grounds for Palm Sunday and Easter Day.
For more details and/or to volunteer please let Brice
Johnston know you are planning to help.

As most of you know recently we had a sewage backup in
the catacombs or lower section of Terrill Foyer and the
Nursery. The culprit—hand paper towels. Let’s be vigilant and make sure that hand paper towels end up in the
trash cans, not the commodes and then sewer line. As we
are finding out it can be an expensive problem to correct.

brice@johnstonfirmpc.com
Brice Cell - 470-0742
Brice Work - 332-3671
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Reminders
Deadline for MARCH newsletter will
be Thursday, February 25th.

Please observe quiet in the Nave and
narthex preceding the service so as not
to disturb prayer and quiet reflection in
preparation for worship. Also, please
silence cell phones before and during the
service.

To the Ascension
Website
Ctrl Click Here

Would you like your membership
letter transferred to the Ascension?
Please contact the parish office, 8223480. We will be happy to send you a
form to fill in with the information we
will need to contact your former church
home.
Before booking any event for the
church or parish house please check the
master calendar in the church office.

Senior Warden
Brice Johnston
470-0742
Junior Warden
Michael Eike
991-7287
Organist-Choir Director
Michael G. Sparks … 870-8103
Christian Formation Director
Amanda Austin ….. 822-3480
Youth Ministries ….. 822-3480
Olivia Thompson, Jane-Ellen Shumate and Mary Beth Mann.
Nursery ….. 822-3480
Samantha Baldwin
Givonni Symonette
Treasurer
Len Skelton … 541-0741

SUNDAY CHRISTIAN FORMATION AT ASCENSION
Sunday School :9:15 am Preschool (3 yrs old)—5th Gr. Preschoolers
meet in the last classroom on the left past the church office. K-5th meet
in the Merrie Player Room. After stories and crafts all meet together for
Children’s Chapel and then join their parents at Communion.
EYC/Youth (grades 6-12) meet in the EYC loft in Ware Hall until time
for acolytes to vest.
WEEKLY ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Mondays-Brown Bag Bible Study, 11:00am; Bring your Bible and a
sandwich for lunch at noon. Beverages and dessert provided.

Assistant Treasurers
Laurie Tanner … 982-1116
Jeff Lees. ….. 410-6212
Members of Vestry
Kathryn Bringman, Mary Beth
Mann, Brice Johnston, John Wilson,
Jeannie Duke, Eileen Epstein,
Chris Lambert, John Thompson,
Michael Eike, Elaine Graham,
Jeff Lees, David Snow
Clerk of the Vestry
Lee Ann Fieselman

Wednesday. Noon Day Holy Communion service.
Wednesday. 5:30pm. EYC/Youth
Wednesday. Calling all singers! Ascension Choir Wednesday rehearsals
at 7:00pm. Volunteers are needed! Contact Mike Sparks for more information and/or to volunteer. mike.sparks@ascensionepiscopal.org or call
999-6714 after 3:00 on weekdays.

“if we love one another, God lives
in us and his love is made complete
in us” (1 John 4:12).

Thursdays- EfM. If you are interested in knowing more about this class
please contact: Fr. Stephen at fathersdhood@gmail.com or Dick Lounsbury rlounsbury6506@bellsouth.net.

ECW NOTES: get your tickets for the Si-

Ctrl Click Heading to keep
up with current and upcoming events in our Diocese

lent Auction on March 5 at 6pm, "An Evening
of Southern Charm!" $8 in advance.

Please donate items for sale in the auction. Donation and tax forms are available in the church
office.
Mark your calendars for the ECW Fashion Show
and luncheon on April 9. We have an exciting show planned this year,
watch for details coming soon!
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WORSHIP SERVICE CD . Copies of our worship services are provided
by request. The Sunday 10:00 service
and other special services during the
year are usually recorded. Please contact Elizabeth Tanner, 982-1831 or the
church office 822-3480.

